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Tune RGB to Get a Bright Future for Taiwan

In display thesaurus, RGB is a well-known acronym;
Adjusting Red, Green and Blue to full scale will get you a bright screen
for your computer or TV. As a display technologist in my earlier life, I
would like to use the above metaphor to prescribe the future for Taiwan.
If I could make sense to you, then would you please share this article
with your next generation and other American Born Chinese (ABC)
having a relation to Taiwan or people from Taiwan by blood, by name or
by culture?

Over the past two centuries, the world has endured two world
wars and mankind has come a long way in advancing civilization,
materialistically through science and technology. Even though we still
face lots of problems, but humans are far more confident now in dealing
with them, food, energy, ..., even the huge challenge such as climate
change. One universal value gaining recognition by the world is that
education empowers people and empowered people make better
decisions utilizing democracy. However, democracy is a method or tool
which may be applied in different systems and societies; the more
educated the people are, the more effective the democracy is.
Democracy works in corporate boardrooms as well as in workers unions
but not necessarily following the same exact procedure or bylaws. In
countries, democracy can work in parliaments as well as in governments
utilizing different democratic methods such as performing direct election
and legislation or indirectly through representation. Different political
systems have evolved, adopted and modified democratic methods to suit
their systems, influenced by their unique historical and cultural
background, inherited philosophies and education which together help
define their desired ideologies. Ideology is central to a society but
democracy is only a means adopted to support the ideology.

The United States is a country with multiple ideologies but her
majority population believes in a mixture of liberalism, capitalism and
socialism. The democracy employed in the U.S. is by and large an
indirect representation system where political parties represent people in
nominating candidates for government and legislature positions. People
cast direct ballots which are counted to elect their representatives who in
term make the binding selection. The US constitution was revised 27
times. The different democratic methods used in different states came
with different historical background; the federal and state laws were
evolved over time to guide the democratic methods and vice versa.

Taiwan and Japan, allies of the U.S., have been influenced by
the American style of democracy; but each has different historical and
culture background and philosophies. Japan, which surrendered to the
Allied Forces at the end of WW II (an atrocious war she inflicted on her
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neighbors and the U.S. by attacking Pearl Harbor), had no choice but to
accept the 'Peace Constitution' to develop her democratic system when
the U.S. ceased the occupation of Japan. However, a democratic system
only works as well as the people engaged in it, especially the political
leaders involved. Unfortunately, when the Japanese war machine ceased,
most of the 'war leaders' (some were plain war criminals) survived and
became politicians working in the adopted democratic system. The
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) with a strong 'war heritage' essentially
monopolized the Japanese parliament and government for the past six
decades barring a brief break by DPJ, a weak opposition party. It is no
surprise that LDP is pursuing a 'return Japan to pre-war glory' policy,
ambitiously engaging in revising constitution, strengthening military
forces and stealing territories with Diaoyu Islands as a clear example.

Taiwan has a very different cultural and historical background.
As a victim of the Japanese aggression, Taiwan was occupied by the
Japanese for 50 years. Her return to China was handled in a peculiar and
unfair manner to all Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait, at
a worst time in Chinese history. China was devastated by the eight years
of Japanese invasion. Chinese were struggling to complete their
revolution to establish a Republic nation. The reunification of Taiwan
with China was hampered by internal fight as much as by external
forces, namely the U.S. and Russia, charged by ideological confrontation
between capitalism and communism, dividing the Chinese people and
compounding their fate, even though the vast Chinese people really did
not understand the differences of the two ideologies. The ending of the
Cold War in 1991 has proven communism a failure, but mainland China
has long before (breaking away from the Soviet style of communism in
1968 and quietly embracing the capitalism since the late 70's)
recognized the need of finding a workable system for China. After nearly
four decades of hard work, the CPC led by some strong leaders has made
capitalism to work within the Chinese political system and raised the
Chinese economy to number two in the world. Taiwan, on the other
hand, also benefitted from several decades of detente allowing her to
focus her energy and resources on economical development, achieving
the status being one of the four little dragons in Asia. In the process,
Taiwan had great leaders (in KMT) as well striving in economical
development and leading the Taiwanese people to adopt democracy

Unlike Mainland China parted from the Soviet Union since
70's, Taiwan was not able to break off from the dependency on the U.S.
initially for fear of the mainland attack and later for lack of opportunities.
When Hong Kong was returned to China from the British (1997), it
opened an opportunity for Taiwan to define a proper and favorable
position to re-unite with the mainland, but unfortunately Taiwan was then
in the hands of a wrong leader. Li Teng Hui (Presidency from 1988-
2000), a deep mole in KMT with Japanese inheritance, essentially blew
away all opportunities for producing a favorable reunification with the
mainland; and worse he groomed a political faction to push for Taiwan
Independence and dependency on Japan. Li's protégée Chen Sui Bian
later became the most corrupt President in Taiwan's history. Li and Chen
did not succeed in gaining Taiwan's independence simply because Japan
was always controlled by the U.S. The U.S. insisted in maintaining an
ambiguous state for Taiwan since she has not figured out a clear China
strategy since Nixon was impeached out of office. Taiwan came a long
way in practicing democracy, but Taiwan did not have great leaders with
sincerity to bring Taiwan people to understand the changing trends of
ideology and democracy happening around the world, especially the
transformation of Mainland China. They failed to understand and
articulate that the future of Taiwan lies in a smooth and favorable
reunification with the mainland.

Today the Chinese Taiwanese (excluding those who made
riches and left living elsewhere) treasure their land, care about their
environment and want their island to be 'green'. The mainlanders visiting
Taiwan was mostly impressed by the 'green island' and had viewed it as a
model for mainland. The Taiwan people have worked hard and earned
their prosperity and they have a warm heart evidenced by their charities
and how they treated the disadvantaged. The Taiwan people simply can
be represented by a 'red heart. Not very differently though the
mainlanders are also diligent workers striving for success. What the
Taiwan people desire but don't have is a blue sky; in the traditional
Chinese philosophy, it means a wise, able, fair and just governing system
free of external influence and threats to allow them to beat their red heart
and love their green land. In fact, this is what the Chinese mainlanders
desire as well.

Both Taiwan people and mainland folks have the same RGB
dream and it can be realized by the reunification process; metaphorically
it is tuning the red, green and blue spectra to get a bright future! The
people must demand their leaders to understand the RGB metaphor as
their common dream and to work sincerely towards the reunification to
provide the nation, Taiwan and mainland, a blue sky so all her people,
everywhere, can work to their red hearts' desire to reap their rewards; and
to love their land to keep it green forever. The Taiwan people must wise
up to realize that their RGB dream depends on the reunification process.
Any politician doesn't believe in RGB and unification does not belong to
Taiwan!

NinSmAMIRARILS » XEBS -




	Page 1

