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Robin Williams, Drug Problems and Opium Wars

A talented American actor and comedian, Robin McLaurin
Williams, died on August 11, 2014 at age of 63. Robin took his own life
in a state of depression and suffering from Parkinson's disease and drug
dependency. Although I have not been a fan of stand-up comedy which
made him famous but I am a fan of his funny movies, which always
make me laugh and feel happy at the end. Sixty three is a young age
considering the male American life expectancy being 77.2. So while
feeling sad about his death, we could not help asking why would a
successful performer take his own life? What really drive him to end his
life by hanging, not a common and comfortable means of suicide in
modern days? Millions of fans were amused by his humor and quick
wits; many of them will laugh uncontrollably when seeing his happy
face and inviting grin and hearing his little jokes and funny remarks at
the right time and at the right place. No one could imagine Robin
Williams to take his own life. No, no way!

Robin Williams was born in Chicago, Illinois, on July 21,
1951 to His mother, Laurie McLaurin (1923 — 2001), a beautiful model
from Jackson, Mississippi, and his father, Robert Fitzgerald Williams
(1906 — 1987), a senior executive at Ford Motor Company responsible
for the Midwest region. Robin's great-great-grand father was Mississippi
senator and governor, Anselm J. McLaurin, and Williams was a
prominent family in Evansville, Indiana. He was raised as an
Episcopalian and wrote the "Top Ten Reasons to be an Episcopalian". It
was understandable that Robin Williams had a nice childhood and grew
up to be a happy person taking up a profession - comedian, but it was
never expected that Robin Williams would end his life in a depressed
state. It is not right, not right at all!

Robin attended Claremont Men's College (now Claremont
McKenna College) and College of Marin and then enrolled at the
Juilliard School in New York City. At the great city, he became a friend
and a roommate with fellow actor Christopher Reeve. Williams became
a successful stand-up comedian in California, held a loving audience in
San Francisco and Los Angeles. He began his film career in the 80's and
created numerous great movies such as "Popeye", "Good Morning,
Vietnam", "Aladdin", "Mrs. Doubt fire", "Night at the Museum" and
"Happy Feet". Robin was nominated for the Academy Award for Best

Actor three times. He has won the Academy Award for Best Supporting
Actor (in Good Will Hunting), two Emmy Awards, four Golden Globe
Awards, five Grammy Awards and two Screen Actors Guild Awards. No
doubt he was a great actor. He couldn't be depressed by a lack of
achievement. Impossible, absolutely impossible!

What then makes Robin Williams depressed enough to take
his own life at 63? He did suffer from Parkinson's disease, but was that
his primary reason for hanging himself? I rather think not. As a friend
of 'Superman' Christopher Reeve, who was paralyzed for life after an
accident, thrown off from a horse, it is unlikely that Robin would
consider suicide simply because of Parkinson's. Just before Robin's
death, he did a wonderful thing for his fan in New Zealand. A beautiful
story suggests that Parkinson's cannot be the reason for his suicide. His
fan Vivian Waller with husband Jack and daughter Sophie of New
Zealand made her bucket list this year after being diagnosed with
terminal cancer. She wrote just five items: get married, celebrate her
21st birthday, see her daughter Sophie's first birthday, travel to
Rarotonga, a South Pacific island, and meet actor and comedian Robin
Williams. The 21 year old Waller was diagnosed in January and married
in February, but soon her cancer in her lungs, intestines and liver
prevented her to travel to California to meet Williams. A friend of
Waller reached out to Williams personally, asking for his help in making
the young woman's wish fulfilled. Robin took the time to record a
personal video for Waller, joking with her, sending his love to her
family and telling her to "knock this off your bucket list." (
http://www.legacy.com/news/notable-stories/robin-williams-gift-to-
dying-fan/2590/) This video showed how awesome a person Robin
was. "There were so many ways and so many things he did for so many
people," said Jeff Katzenberg, an Entertainment Executive. It is very
hard for us to believe that Robin committed suicide!

Robin Williams did commit suicide. The real culprit for
Robin's death is really the drug, cocaine. Robin started to use drugs and
alcohol early in his stand-up career. It started simply; before one show,
he remembered that he accepted a line of cocaine that someone gave
him. Then he could not shake the drug habit despite of committing to
rehab many times. It is the drug that has made him paranoid and
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depressed. I would rather believe that his suicide is an intentional
statement to the entertainment industry and to the world that drug is evil.
Drug destroyed many great performers, including an idol of mine, Elvis
Presley.

Drug is evil and Drug destroyed Robin Williams! While
mourning his death, I could not help remembering the infamous Opium
Wars between China and Britain (1839-1842 OW I and 1856-1860 OW
1I). The British brought the Opium to China to trade for silver, silk and
spices, essentially with the intent to drug the Chinese people and to drug
the entire nation. When the Chinese government recognized the evil
effect of opium, they tried to stop the British traders at the ports. They
tried to confiscate the opium and burn them. Then the British naval
battleships fired and the first Opium War broke out; the Chinese lost and
accepted the Treaty of Nanking, an unequal treaty, granting the British an
indemnity and extraterritoriality, including opening five treaty ports and
the cession of Hong Kong Island. Sadly, the second Opium War took
place as the British was not satisfied with her trade relationship with
China, namely the British desiring the legalization of opium trade. The
British Empire and later requested the Second French Empire, the United
States and the Russian Empire to join her in fighting the Qing Dynasty.
The Chinese were defeated by the four aggressors, yielding another
unequal treaty, The Treaties of Tientsin, opening of 11 ports to Western
trade, giving rights for foreign ships to navigate on Yantze river and
foreigners to travel freely inland of China plus an indemnity of 8 million
taels of silver (~10 million ozt) to Britain and France each.

Today, both the Great Britain and the U.S. have drug problems.
Is that a punishment for the past sins? Shouldn't we recognize the history
and teach our kids about the opium wars and its evil motives? The UN
has chosen June 26 as an anti-drug day to commemorate Lin Zexu's
dismantling of the opium trade in Humen, Guangdong just before the
first Opium War. The observance was instituted by General Assembly
Resolution 42/112 of 7 December 1987. Now that the British has
returned Hong Kong to China on July 1, 1997, perhaps, China and the
world should designate the week of 6/26-7/1 each year as the 'anti-drug'
week with festivities in both Humen and Hong Kong to raise the
awareness of the need to fight the drug trade continuously!
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